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VETERINARY SCIENCE 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENT 

 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of the veterinary science career development event is to promote college and 
career readiness by providing opportunities to develop technical knowledge and 
demonstrate skills in the field of veterinary science.  

 

OBJECTIVES 
Participants will demonstrate professional ethics, decision-making, communication and 
problem-solving skill. 

 
Participants will demonstrate technical competency with small and large animals in the 
areas of anatomy and physiology; clinical procedures; identification; health and safety; and 
medical terminology.  

 

ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS 
• For specific eligibility of participants, refer to the Contest and Awards Booklet. 
 

• There will be a district elimination for this event. The top four teams in each district will 
advance to the state event. 

 

• If a cell phone or smart watch is seen or heard in the possession of a competitor, that 
individual student will be disqualified from competition and receive a score of zero.  Any 
participant in possession of an electronic device in the event area is subject to 
disqualification.  

 

• Competitors must enter their first and last name as well as their chapter number 
and name on the scorecard or they will receive a score of zero. Judges will not 
attempt to figure out who the card belongs to. 

 

• Scantrons cards that are incorrectly completed (i.e. chapter numbers are not 
correctly shaded in, stray marks, etc.) will not be scored thus receiving a score of 
zero.  

 

• NO jewelry may be worn on the day of the state event, including rings, bracelets, earrings 
and exposed body piercing.  Wrist watches are permitted. 

 
There is a national competition for this CDE; A student may not participate more than once in 
the same official National FFA Career and/or Leadership Development Event. No student may 
participate in more than one National FFA Career and/or Leadership Development Event each 
year. Once a student has competed at a National FFA Career and/or Leadership Development 
Event, they may not compete in that particular district or state event. (This includes all team and 
individual career and leadership development events.) 
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DISCLAIMER 
In the event that contests (CDE, LDE, TDE’s) cannot be held in person, a virtual option 
may be conducted. Contest rules and guidelines are subject to change to meet the needs 
of a virtual experience. 

 

DRESS CODE 
Participants must wear closed toed shoes/boots (no sandals, crocs or slides) and long 
pants (jeans with no holes/ khakis/dress pants) or skirts (for religious reasons) that cover 
the knees if not in official dress. Leggings, jogging pants, yoga, lycra, are not permitted. 
Shirts should be long enough to be tucked in (no crop tops or midriff showing) and not 
contain vulgar or suggestive material or language. Contest where oral reasons are given 
should respect the professionalism of the event, and dress aligning with the profession is 
preferred. Official FFA Dress is an allowable form of dress for all events. Consequences 
for not being in dress code will result in disqualification, and the participant will not be 
allowed to compete.  

 
ALTERNATE POLICY 

For district level events, if a chapter brings alternates there will be no more than two 
alternates allowed per team.  Alternates will use a copy of the scan form (not an original) 
for those events scored via judgingcard.com.  If more than four official scan forms are 
turned in for a chapter in one event, the highest score(s) for that team will be disqualified 
and deleted until the chapter only has four team members in the scoring system.  
Alternates must not be in groups with official team members. 

 
 For state level events, alternates are not allowed. 
 

EVENT RULES  
1. The team will consist of a maximum of four members. The team’s total score will be 

based on the sum of the points earned by the three highest scoring participants on the 
team. 

 
2. Students will need to bring number 2 pencils, calculators and clipboards (STATE 

ONLY). 
 

3. Alabama FFA and the Auburn University College of Veterinary Medicine will provide 
paper, specific tools and equipment needed to complete practicums in the state event. 

 
4. Because of sanitation reasons, some items needed in the event, such as stethoscopes 

will need to be provided by the participant or their chapter.  Teams will be provided a 
list of specific items needed for a specific year based on the event activities. (STATE 
ONLY) 

 
5. District contests will consist of the following phases: 

 

• Written Exam – 100 points 

• Identification – 100 points 

• Total Individual Score – 200 points 

• Total Team Score – 600 points  
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 WRITTEN EXAMINATION (100 points) - Each participant will have 30 minutes to 
complete the 50 multiple choice questions.  The objective exam is designed to determine 
team members’ broad understanding of the veterinary science field. Topics for the exam 
may include behavior, disease (causes and sources, signs and symptoms), medical 
terminology, medical records, anatomy/physiology, regulations (federal, OSHA, MSDS), 
patient management, facility management, genetics, nutrition and husbandry.  

 
 IDENTIFICATION (100 points total) – Participants will identify equipment, parasites, and 

breeds/species for a total of 100 points (2 points per item).  Thirty (30) minutes will be 
given for this activity.  Identification lists are located at the end of this booklet. 

 Equipment – Participants will identify pieces of equipment (actual equipment and photos).    
 Participants will also need to have general knowledge about the use for each item. 

 
Parasites – Participants will identify parasites (specimen and photos) and explain the 
life cycles of selected parasites. 
 
Breeds – Participants will identify breeds of small and large animals (photos). 

 
6. State finals will consist of the following phases: 

 

• Written Exam – 100 points 

• Identification – 100 points 

• Math Practicum – 100 points 

• Clinical Practicum – 50 points 

• Handling and Restraint Practicum – 50 points 

• Total Individual Score – 400  
 

 WRITTEN EXAMINATION (100 points) - Each participant will have 30 minutes to 
complete the 50 multiple choice questions.  The objective exam is designed to determine 
team members’ broad understanding of the veterinary science field.  Topics for the exam 
may include behavior, disease (causes and sources, signs and symptoms), medical 
terminology, medical records, anatomy/physiology, regulations (federal, OSHA, MSDS), 
patient management, facility management, genetics, nutrition and husbandry.  

 
IDENTIFICATION (100 points total) – Participants will identify equipment, parasites and 
breeds/species for a total of 100 points (2 points per item).  Thirty (30) minutes to 
complete the 50 multiple choice questions. Identification lists are located at the end of this 
booklet. 

 

•    Equipment – Participants will identify pieces of equipment (actual equipment 
and photos).  Participants will also need to have general knowledge about the 
use for each item. 

•    Parasites – Participants will identify parasites (specimen and photos) and 
explain the life cycles of selected parasites. 

• Breeds – Participants will identify breeds of small and large animals (photos). 
 

MATH APPLICATIONS PRACTICUM (100 points) – There will be 10 math practicum 
questions. Participants will have thirty (30) minutes to complete the entire math application 
practicum.  Questions may include conversions, dose calculations, dilutions, cost 
calculations and invoices. 
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Example:  Sophie, a golden retriever, and her owner have just moved from out- of-
state and are re-establishing veterinarian relations at your clinic.  Sophie’s owner has 
provided you with her health records from her previous veterinarian.   Sophie has been 
prescribed a diet plan by the previous veterinarian and had been coming into the clinic for 
weekly weight checks.  Sophie’s owner would like to continue the weekly checks.  You 
weigh Sophie and record her weight as 19 kg.  The owner would like you to tell her how 
much weight Sophie has lost. Sophie’s last recorded weight was 43.2 pounds.  How many 
pounds did Sophie lose since the last weighing?  Answer:  Sophie has lost 1.4 pounds 
since the last recorded weighing. 

 
CLINICAL PRACTICUM (50 points) – Participants will be given one clinical procedure to 
complete. Students are expected to talk through the clinical procedure steps to a judge as 
they are being scored. Judges may ask participants for clarification on steps performed. All 
clinical procedure scorecards are linked or may be found at Veterinary Science 
Handbook.pdf | Powered by Box. Some examples include Administering the following: 
Aural Medication, Ophthalmic Medication, Intramuscular Injection, Subcutaneous Injection, 
Bandage Removal, filling a Syringe for Injection, Fecal Flotation with Fecalyzer, Opening a 
Surgery Pack, Prepare a Surgical Pack for Sterilization, Surgical Site Preparation, 
Prescription Filling, Removal of Sutures, Administer Oral Tablets/Capsule Time 5 minutes 
per student 

 

HANDLING AND RESTRAINT PRACTICUM (50 points) –  
Participants will be given one handling/restraint activities to complete (50 points each). 
Participants are expected to talk through the handling and restraining steps to a judge as 
they are being scored. Judges may ask participants for clarification on steps performed. All 
clinical procedure scorecards are linked or may be found at Veterinary Science 
Handbook.pdf | Powered by Box. Some examples include, Removing a Cat from a Cage 
and Placing in a Cat Bag, Applying a Cat Muzzle, Restraint of the Cat in Lateral 
Recumbency for Femoral Venipuncture, Restraint of the Cat for Jugular Venipuncture, 
Applying Gauze Dog Muzzle, Applying Nylon Dog Muzzle, Removing Dog from Floor Level 
Cage to Restrain for Lateral Saphenous Venipuncture, Restraint of the Small Dog for 
Jugular Venipuncture, Restraint of a Rabbit, Haltering Ruminants, Haltering a Horse, 
Applying Elizabethan Collar, Snare Restraint of the Pig Time 5 minutes per student 
 
 

TIE BREAKERS  

  
 District Event 
 In the event of a team tie, tiebreakers will be settled in the following order:  combined 

individual identification total score; combined individual written exam total score. 
 

 In the event of an individual tie, tiebreakers will be settled in the following order: 
identification score; written exam score. 

 
  State Event 
  In the event of a team tie, tiebreakers will be settled in the following order:  combined 

individual practicum total score; combined individual written exam total score. In the 
event of an individual tie, tiebreakers will be settled in the following order: combined 
practicum score; written exam score. 

 
 

https://ffa.app.box.com/s/op9gf8zsazndqlhlhbvaegb7e4e15qjy/file/290519766372?sb=/details
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/op9gf8zsazndqlhlhbvaegb7e4e15qjy/file/290519766372?sb=/details
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/op9gf8zsazndqlhlhbvaegb7e4e15qjy/file/290519766372?sb=/details
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/op9gf8zsazndqlhlhbvaegb7e4e15qjy/file/290519766372?sb=/details


 

 

7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

8 

 

 



 

 

9 

 

 



 

 

10 

 

 



 

 

11 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12 

 

RESOURCES  
 
This list of references is not intended to be all inclusive.  
 
Other sources may be utilized, and teachers are encouraged to make use of the very 
best instructional materials available. Make sure to use discretion when selecting 
website references by only using reputable, proven sites. The following list contains 
references that may prove helpful during event preparation. The most current edition of 
resources will be used.  
 
Past CDE materials and other resources are available by logging in to 
https://www.ffa.org/participate/cdes/veterinary-science  
 
WRITTEN EXAM:  

•   Small Animal Care and Management. Warren. ISBN: 978-1-4180- 4105-2  
• McCurnin’s Clinical Textbook for Vet Technicians 8th edition- ISBN 978-1-

4377-2690-0  
• An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology. Romich.ISBN:978-1-

4354-2012-0  
• Official Guide: Maintaining and Cleaning Surgical Instruments. Stow.: 

https://www.ffa.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/cde_vetsci_ 
guide_maintaining_clearing_surgical_instruments.pdf  

• Veterinary Science: Preparatory Training for the Veterinary Assistant. Faries. 
ISBN: 978-0-9849115-0-9. Order online: https:// 
agrilifebookstore.org/publications_browse2.cfm?keywordid=4  

• Introduction to Veterinary Science. Lawhead, Baker. ISBN: 978-1- 4283-1225-
8  

• http://todaysveterinarypractice.navc.com/  
• Veterinary Assisting: Fundamentals and Applications. Vanhorn, Clark. ISBN: 

978-1-4354-5387-6  
• Clinical Procedures & Handling/Restraining Practicums  
• Veterinary Assisting: Fundamentals and Applications. Vanhorn, Clark. ISBN: 

978-1-4354-5387-6  
• McCurnin’s Clinical Textbook for Vet Technicians 8th edition- ISBN 978-1-

4377-2690-0  
• Manual of Clinical Procedures in Dogs, Cats, Rabbits & Rodents. Crow, 

Walshaw, Boyle. ISBN: 978-0813813042  
• Veterinary Science: Preparatory Training for the Veterinary Assistant. Faries. 

ISBN: 978-0-9849115-0-9. Order online: https:// 
agrilifebookstore.org/publications_browse2.cfm?keywordid=4  

 

IDENTIFICATION:  
• Veterinary Instruments and Equipment: A Pocket Guide. Sonsthagen. ISBN: 978-

0323032032 http://loudoun.nvcc.edu/ vetonline/vet121/instruments.htm  
• https://www.spectrumsurgical.com/product/10-0227/Surgical- Instrument-Flash-

Cards.php  
• American Kennel Club – http://www.akc.org/index.cfm  
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• Cat Fanciers’ Association – http://www.cfa.org/client/breeds.aspx  
• American Rabbit Breeders Association – http://www.arba.net/  

 

MATH PRACTICUM:  
• Medical Mathematics and Dosage Calculations for Veterinary Professionals. Bill, 

Robert. ISBN: 978-08138263  
• Essential Calculations for Veterinary Nurses and Technicians. Terry Lake and 

Nicola Green. ISBN 978-0-7020-2930-1  
• https://www.ffa.org/SiteCollectionDocuments/Math%20Resource. pdf  

 

CLINICAL PROCEDURES & HANDLING/RESTRAINING PRACTICUMS: 
• Veterinary Assisting: Fundamentals and Applications. Vanhorn, Clark. ISBN: 

978-1-4354-5387-6 

• McCurnin’s Clinical Textbook for Vet Technicians, 8th edition. ISBN 978-1-4377-
2690-0 

• Manual of Clinical Procedures in Dogs, Cats, Rabbits & Rodents. Crow, 
Walshaw, Boyle. ISBN: 978- 
0813813042 

• Veterinary Science: Preparatory Training for the Veterinary Assistant. Faries. 
ISBN: 978-0-9849115-0-9. Order online, 
https://www.agrilifebookstore.org/Veterinary-Science-Preparatory-Training-p/vm-
001w.htm 

 

Clinical Procedures Practicum rubrics can be found at National 
FFA.org 

 
Veterinary Science Handbook.pdf | Powered by Box 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.agrilifebookstore.org/Veterinary-Science-Preparatory-Training-p/vm-001w.htm
https://www.agrilifebookstore.org/Veterinary-Science-Preparatory-Training-p/vm-001w.htm
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/op9gf8zsazndqlhlhbvaegb7e4e15qjy/file/290519766372?sb=/details

