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PRESIDENT'S
NEWSLETTER
As we kick off the second semester of school we hope that each of you
are having an amazing school year. We know during these difficult times
things may not seem normal, but remember that we are always here to
support you. This time of year for Alabama FFA is a very busy one, as
members and advisors prepare for SAE submissions, award submissions,
participatein

CDE

Contest,

and

participate

in

State/District

Officer

eliminations. Members from all across the North District are currently

Upcoming Events

preparing to run for State/District Officer. We are excited for these
students

as

they

take

the

initiative

to

help

run

the

Alabama

FFA

Association. Members that are interested in running must first fill out and
submit an officer application. Each District will then hold mock interviews
for the officer candidates. If you are interested in running for officer this

February
2/11-Ag Teacher Update
Zoom(3:30-4:00)
2/14-Valentines Day
2/15- Proficiency
Applications Due
2/21-27--FFA Week
2/22-1st Mock Interview

is a great opportunity for you to see what the experience will be like.
During

this

mock

event

candidates

will

participate

in

interviews,

get

advice, and practice taking the test and completing the writing sample
required to run for office. Candidates are not required to participate in
these mock interviews, but they are often a great way to prepare. Due to
COVID-19

restrictions

this

year

the

Alabama

North

District

mock

interviews will be held virtually. For more information about running for
State/District office please visit the Alabama FFA Association website.
Being an Alabama FFA District Officer has been one of the greatest
experiences for me as an FFA member. For the last two years I have had
the privilege of serving the North District as their Treasurer and President.
As an FFA officer I have learned to serve not just my chapter, but the
greater community around me. Through the experience of being a district
officer I have grown as an individual and have learned to work with a
team to accomplish, set goals, and lead the North District. It has been so

March
3/1-Officer Applications Due
3/1- 2nd Mock Interview
3/15- Crime Prevention Due
3/19- FFA Contest
Registration
April
4/1- 100% Membership Due
4/1- State Degree Due
4/1- Star Farmer Due

much fun to learn how to plan events, speak to students across the
district, and have the opportunity to work with fellow officers, advisors,
alumni, and community members. Again, we look forward to a busy spring
semester. Good luck to all the members participating in the upcoming
district eliminations, officer eliminations, and those applying for
state awards..

Thank you, Leeanna Burkhalter
2020-2021 District President

Vice President's
Newsletter
As spring is quickly approaching, we are about to
come to our busiest part of the year. Many of our
events

including

district

competition

and

mock

interviews are right around the corner. These events
have always been special to me because of their
contributions to my life. My first district competition
was the moment I knew that FFA was right for me. I
walked into the auditorium and was mesmerized by
the amount of other members there. I watched the
district officers perform opening ceremonies with so
much

excitement.

organization

that

I

was

had

finally

composed

of

found

the

people

who

were the same as me. My love for agriculture had
never really fit anywhere else, but I had found a
place

where

become

it

more

did.

After

involved

in

that

day,

FFA.

I

I

wanted

talked

with

to
my

advisor about what I could do. We discussed the
many opportunities that FFA offered including being
a

district

officer.

He

said

that

mock

interviews

would be at the first of the next year and that I
should

consider

going.

After

our

discussion,

I

decided that I would attend mock interviews the
next year. As I look back, I never realized at that
moment how much mock interviews would influence
me. I was always a shy kid that hated talking to
people I did not know. Needless to say, I was scared
to death when I walked into the classroom on the
first night of mock interviews. However by the end of
the night, I had started to come out of my shell.
From that moment on, I started becoming my new
self. If it was not for mock interviews, I would not be
where I am today. Having said all this, I challenge all
our members to try these two events. I challenge
everyone to talk with their advisors about district
competitions

and

mock

interviews.

These

events

could be life changing for you. They surely were for
me.
Thank you, Wilton-Mark Pettus
2020-2021 District Vice President

SECRETARY'S
NEWSLETTER
One of the many things that helps keep me excited about the future of FFA is the growth of
my SAE, Agricultural Education. Through my SAE, I get the opportunity to coach the Quiz
Bowl CDE and Creed Speaking LDE. From time to time I get to plan and teach lessons for
my advisor. It amazes me to see the growth in students and how much they have learned
through the knowledge I have helped them obtain. A big part of my SAE is being able to
coach CDE and LDE teams. When I have practices with the Quiz Bowl team I set mini
contests up for them. This allows them to be competitive with their team members and get a
feel for what an actual contest would feel like. Creed speaking is one of my favorite LDE’s. I
always look forward to these practices. This year I have been doing zoom calls and in
person practices with my chapter's creed speaker. This prepares her to be ready for
whatever platform the contest will be held. Part of the reason I am who I am today is
because of my mentor when I was in middle school. She pushed me to be the best I could
be. Now I only hope to do the same for others. The biggest piece of advice I could give
anyone is to not be afraid to go after your dreams and always push yourself to be the best
you can be.
Thank you, Kaitlyn Burroughs
2020-2021 District Secretary

TREASURER'S NEWSLETTER
My favorite part of being a North District FFA Officer is the
opportunity I have to reach out to members and chapters
across the district. Thanks to the awesome Sylvania FFA
Chapter and their advisor Mr. Dodd, I got to facilitate my first
chapter visit with Corley Williams, the Alabama FFA State
Reporter. We were able to talk to six different classes about
leadership and AET, as well as FFA in general. I learned a lot
at the visit, probably more than the FFA members I was there
for. Some of that includes that, One: a “One Way, Do Not
Enter” sign shouldn’t be ignored, even if Siri says to take the
road, Second: high schoolers will do a lot for candy and plastic
farm animals, and Three: no one should make a sandwich with
a welding helmet on, even if someone is giving directions. On a
more serious note, visiting Sylvania FFA showed me the
confidence I wasn’t sure I had and the passion that students
have for FFA and learning (especially for the earlier mentioned
candy and plastic animals!) Although my first chapter visit came
later in the year than usual, it reminded me exactly why I ran for
the officer position in the first place. Sylvania FFA was my first,
and hopefully not my last, chapter visit of the 2020-2021 school
year. If your chapter wants a visit from a district or state officer,
be sure to reach out to us! Whether it is in person or through a
virtual platform, we are all excited to meet you.
Thank you, Raegan Rogers
2020-2021 District Treasurer

Reporter's
Newsletter
On January 15th I had the honor of going on my
first chapter visit at Fayette County High School.
When I got there I was welcomed by the advisor,
Mr. Cox, who briefly showed me around the ag
department showing me all their projects and what
each class was learning about this week.
Throughout the day I was mostly talking about
some basic FFA knowledge and the basics of AET
and how it works, while giving out candy as a
reward to answering or asking questions. During
his planning Mr. Cox took me to the local co-op to
meet some of the locals that help contribute to the
Ag program there. My very first chapter visit was
definitely a success and I absolutely loved visiting
the classes.
Thank you, Clayton Copeland
2020-2021 District Reporter

SENTINEL'S NEWSLETTER
As young adults get older we get told to always
soak

up

the

memories

with

school,

friends,

extracurricular activities and a lot more pertaining
to school.

I think we learned the hard way to listen

to that advice. Last month my chapter had our first
FFA meeting which was supposed to be held in
August. Throughout that meeting all the students
that attended seemed to be getting more involved
than

usual.

We

as

a

chapter

bonded

more

and

made many memories. Now, we only get to have
one to two more chapter meetings due to Covid19. The point being soak up every memory you can
get. Whether that be with friends, school and the
environment, or being with family. Dr. Seuss once
said, “ Sometimes you will never know the value of
a moment until it becomes a memory”. Value the
moments you have and live life to the fullest like
there is no tomorrow!

Thank you, Kyla Dean
2020-2021 District Sentinel

