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TEACHING VOCATIONAL AGRIBUSINESS
By R ic hard A. Baker
What are you goingto do when you finish
high school? Do you enjoy working out
doors as well as indoors? Do you like being
around adults as well as young people? Do
you like to grow plants, work with animals
and build things in the shop? If your answer
is yes to these questions, then you should
consider teaching vocational agribusiness . It
is an active, interesting and rewardingcareer.
There are approximate ly 13,000 high
school agribusiness teachers in the United
States plus an additional 1,800 teaching in
junior colleges . Each year more than 1,775
of these teachers retire or resign.

In the southeastern United States alone
there are app['oximately 6,000 agribusiness
teache rs . Approximately 800 of these retire
or resign, creating a need for 800 new agrib
usiness teachers: however, when sc hool starts
each fall there is still a shortage of over 80
agri business teachers.
In Alabama there are 437 agribusiness
teachers and approximately 40 of these
resign or retire each year .
There are jobs available in agrib usiness
teaching. Discuss the possibilities with your
agri business teacher.
(See related story on Page 2)

Empl oyment and Replacements Needed in
Vocati onaJ Agricultu re Teaching for
Selected Southern S tates, 1980
State
Alabama
Florida
Georgia
Mississippi
Tennessee
T otal

437

Total
Number
Needed
48

535
365

60
42

269
264

31

]870

207

Total
Number
Employed

26

Richard A, Baker
Dr. Baker is Professor and H ead of Voca
tional and Adult Education at Auburn Uni
versity. He is a former FFA member and
taught agriculture at C orner High School in
Jefferson County and T uskegee High School.
Dr. Baker has th e distinction of being the
recipient of all active and honorary degrees
awarded by the Future Farmers of America.

HONORARY AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE RECIPIENTS
The Honorary American Farmer Degree
is the FFA's highest recognition given to
adult s upporters. H onorary membership is
bestowed to individuals who have given ser
vice to youth, agriculture, education, and
the FFA orga nization. This year three Ala
bamians were among the 202 men and
women who received the degree in a special
ceremony on Friday afternoon , No vember
12 , at the Nation al F FA C onvention in Kan
sas City, Missouri.

AWARDED FFA'S HIGHEST DEGREE-Receiving the Honorary American Farmer
Degree are (I to r) Frances Mizell, Dr. Richard Baker from Auburn, and Antnet Daughtry of
Montgomery . They were among 202 adult supporters of the FFA to receive tbis award recently
at tbe National FF A Convention beld in Kansas City, Missouri.

M rs. Frances M izell has been associated
with Agribusiness Education in Alabama
for the past 33 years as Secretary in the
Auburn Office . M rs. Mizell is a native of
Choctaw County and graduated from Choc
taw County H igh School in Butler, Ala
bama. After gra duation, she attended the
(Co nt inued on Page 4)
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THE RE'S A CAREER FOR YOU
IN TEACHIN G
VOCATIONAL AGRIBU S INESS
Each year there are a great number of
positions for new teachers of vocational
agribusiness in Alabama high schools. In the
past almost every qualified graduate . who
desired to teach vocational agribusiness has
been employed. These graduates are being
employed at higher salaries each year.
You are now faced with the problem of
choosing your life work or your vocation.
When you choose your life's work, you will
be looking for something that you can do
well. You will be seeking an occupation that
offers you a chance to help others, make you
a good living, and be a member of a respected
profession. In making this decision have you
considered teaching vocational agribusiness?
Teaching vocational agribusiness is inter
esting. As a teacher of vocational agribusi
ness, you will enjoy a variety of activities in
the classroom, in the shop, and on the farm.
Few other occupations give one an oppor
tunity to work as closely with farm people on
their farms. In fact, much of the work is on
farms of the members of your classes. In
your teaching you deal with practical farm
problems which the members of your class
need to solve. In a single day an agriculture
teacher may take a class on a field trip to
select dairy heifers, teach another class to
overhaul a grain drill, and teach another
group practices in fertilizing corn that will
result in higher profits. You will tea.::h high
school boys and girls, young farmc:rs, and
adult farmers.

Agribusiness teachers enjo y many outdo or activities such as assisting FF A members in
grooming and enteri ng their sleers in competitive livestock events. A typical example of this is
re presented above with Randy Huffman of the Auburn · High School FF A "Blue" Chapter.
Rand)"s steer is a Cbianina Cross which was a class champion during the 1982 State Steer S how.

Another part of your work as a vocational
agribusiness teacher is that of serving as
Advisor of the local chapter of the Future
Farmers of America. Some typical chapter
activities under your direction might include
a trip to the State Future Farmer Conven
tion, training a livestock jUdging team, or
other activities which will help students
become successful farmers , rural leaders,
and good citi zens .
As a teacher of vocational agribusiness,
you enjoy rna ny adva ntages. It is hard to
spell out all of these advantages but expe
rienced teachers tell us they have unequaled
opportunity to be of service to rural people.
They find their work interesting, practical,
and enjoyable. They receive an income which
provides a comfortable living and an equally
comfortable retirement.
As a teacher in an Alabama high school,
you can make a real contribution to the
youth of today, who hold our future in their
hands. The future of our country is to be
determined to a large degree by the teaching
in our schools.
Your work results in improving the farm
ing of the community in which you teach.
Better farming results in a more prosperous
community, state and nation.
You can be a leader in your community.
Alabama's modern rural schools need good
teachers to provide and develop rural lead
ership.
Teaching vocational agribusiness gives
you an opportunity to be creative in your
work. It challenges you to put forth the best
that you have.

You will enjoy watching the development
of those whom you teach. There is a real
thrill awaiting you the day your first State
Farmer receives his gold key.
Your work is practical and useful. It deals
with the interesting and changing science of
agriculture. For example, you would enjoy
d riving through you r community and seeing
contour farming. one of the results of your
teaching in adult farmer classes.
Much of your time is spent out of doors in
the country, working with farm people.
You r work consists of many different activi
ties. You do not have a routine which must
be followed day by day.
Your preparation for teaching vocational
agribusiness requires a four-year college
degre e in agribusiness education.
Therefore, if you ha ve a farm background ,
are a good student , possess a pleasing per
sonality, can work well with people, and
ha ve a certai n quality ofleadership that is so
hard to find, you can become a successful
teacher of vocational agribusiness in Ala
bama's public high schools.

- - - - - FFA
OLD CHINES E PROVERB
Tell me,
I'll forget ,
Show me,
I may remember,
But involve me
and I'll understand.

COLLE GIAT E FFA
SE ARS HOG SHOW AND SALE
The annual Sears FFA Show and Sale
was held on October 31, 1982. The consign
ment number was good and quality was
dee p, especially in the gilt drive.
The 89 head show was judged by Warren
Beeler from Kentucky. He selected a Febru
ary Hamp boar owned by Danna McNeil
from Wicksburg, as Grand Champion. Fil
li ng the reserve boar slot wa s a Februar y
D uroc owned by Barry Tye of Abbeville .
T he grand champion gilt was an Abbevill e
FF A consignment shown in the March
Duroc Class. A February Spot shown by
Lee Gunter of O zark moved up to the
rese rv e grand champion gilt position.
Thirty four sold, with the average price
bei ng $252 / head. Top selling boar was the
R eserve Champion at $625, and the top gilt
wa s sold by the Abbeville FF A for $270.
The Auburn Collegiate F F A Chapter
! hanks the participating FFA members and
Sears for this help in preparing for the
future.
Roger McWaters
Auburn University Collegiate
FFA Chapter

TOP S ELLING ANlMAL - at the Sears Show a nd Sale was the R eserv e Grand Champion Boar
owned by Barry Tye of the Abb eville FFA Chapter , The boar was purchased by Art Thomas for
$625. Pictured with Ty e is Warren Beeler, of Caneyville, Kentuck y, who judged th e show .

FFA MEMBER THANKS THE NATIONAL FFA FOUNDATION
Hi,
"Ever since I was very young, I'd watch
my brothers get into their beautiful blue
FF Ajacket s, with their starched white shirts
a nd blue tie s, and I'd be very proud of them,
", ven though I never understood why. I'd
watch them win ribbons and shiny trophies
for the pigs that the y worked so hard to rai se
a nd then sell them.
I'd watch them leave ve ry , very early on
Saturday mornings in their jackets and at
night, I'd listen to the stories they told about
t he to ugh classes they judged and the great
~ eas ons they gave and how hard they tried.
In t he morning I'd get to see the beautiful
:rophies that they had brought home late
: hat Saturday night. I just couldn't under
tan d what it was like.
['d see their picture in the paper con
~[a ntly. I didn't understand when my brother,
wh o had been gone for LJuite some time,
ca me home with a plaque and gavel with
"State President - 70-71" on it.

I had never understood, or reali ze d what
the gavel was for, or the trophie s, or the
wonderful blue jac ke ts and the s hiny medals
and how proud my brothers looked in them.
But this pa st year, [ ha ve been luck y
enough to find out and [ ha ve to say, you
never really can comprehend it, until you
experience it yourself.
I was lucky enough to have five older
brothers who laughed when [ bought a steer,
but never discouraged me against doing
what I wanted - jus t to learn.

I was lucky eno ugh to go to jUdging con
tests and come home tired, but happy on
Saturday nights.
I was very happy t o be picked Star Green
hand , and grateful to people who have spon
sored FFA for so long. Thank you very
much. I can't wait to go farther-how can I
st op now?!"
Sincerely,
Ms. Marianne M uller
DouglassJr. High School Chapter
Woodland, California

I was luck y enough to have an advisor tha t
got me interested in public speaking, agron
omy, parli-pro and beingan officer-secr<:tary.
I wa s lucky enough to meet new friends,
especially in our small chapter, who enco ur
aged me by just being my friend s.
I was lucky enough to be picked to attend
the state convention, where I fi nally reali ze d
how it was for my brothers, especially Paul,
who was "u p there once."

FFA DATES TO REMEMBER
Ja n ua ry [ . . ... , ............. , .. .... . .... .. . . ...... •. ....... , . .. . . .. .. .............. . . . F ut u re Farmer of the Year
Fe b rua ry I ... ... . . .. ... ........ . . .. , .. . . ... ,' .... . .......•.. • .. . .. S- J Report; Chapter Public S p1: u king Ma llusc ri pl
Feb rua ry IS ..................... ,.,.. . . ........ . ..................... ... .. . .... State F armer Degree Applications
F in a l Mernhe rs h ip R oster
Febr uary 20-26 . . .. . .... ....... . . ......•.... .. .... • .................... .•• . . .... ... ...... . . . . National FFA Week
Milrch 15 ... • .................... . ....... . ..... . ... .. .. . . . . • . . . . . .... .... Proficie ncy Awards; M . K. Heath Award
April t .• • • .• •. ••.. . . ..... ••.. . .••• . ...... . ...... • ... •. ... ..••. Safety, C'hapt er BOAC a nd Crime Preven tion AwardS
A pril 9 . ... •. .... .. ... ... .... . . ....... • . • .. . " ... . ... .... ...... . ... .. ...... • . . • .. SW - SWC District Elim inatio ns
April 16 .... . ............ . ......... . ....... . .... . . .... .. .... . ... .... ....... . . . .. . NE e - SEC D i. trict Elim i na1ion.~
Apri l 23 ........ .. ..... ... ..... ..... . .. . ... .... . .......... . . ... . ........ ... ..... .. .. NE - SE District Eli mina tions
Ap ril 30 . ... . ........ . . . .... . .. ... ... . ...... . .... .. ...... . ....... . .......... • .. . . ... we 'IJ D istrict Elimi nations

FFA's Highe ·t Degree

First female president-

(Co ntinued from Page 1)
Sally K. Hawthorne Bus iness School in
Montgomery . Mrs. M izell worked in the
Dean's Office for one yearand in the H istory
Department for one and one-half years at
Auburn University beforejoiningthesecret
arial staff in Agribusiness Education.
Dr. Richard Baker is a native of Lee
County, Alabama, and graduated from Lee
County Hi gh School in A uburn. Dr. Baker
received his B.S. and M.S. Deg rees from
Auburn University an d completed require
ments for the Doctor of Education Degree a t
Oklahoma State University. Prior to joining
the teacher education staff at Auburn Uni
versity, Dr. Baker taught Agribusiness Edu
cation a t Corner H igh School for three years
and at Tuskegee H igh School for two and
one-half years. Dr. Baker came to Auburn
University in Septem ber 1963, and presently
serves as Professor and He ad, Vocational
and Adult Education Departmen t. Dr. Baker
is married to the fo rmer Shirley Ledbe tt er,
also of Lee County. T hey have three child
ren, two sons and one daughter. Cheryl is
married and lives in Auburn. Dean attends
Southern Union Junior college, and Bob is a
Senior at A u burn H igh School. Dr. Baker
holds all active and honorary degrees from
the Greenhand level to the American Farmer
D egree.
Mrs. Antnet Daughtry is currently Head
Secretary in the Montgomery Agribusiness
Office. She is a native of Covington County.
After g raduation from Straughn Hi gh School
in Andalusia, Mrs. Daught ry earned a secre
tarial certificate from the Massey-Draughon
B usiness College in M ontgomery. Mrs .
Daughtry worked in the Covington County
Cooperative Extension Service Office for
eight yea.s before coming to the Agribusi
ness Office in September 1967 . The former
Antnet Nash is married to Gordon Daught ry ,
and they live in the Redland communi ty of
Elmo re County with their tw o childre n, Lee
(age 10) and Julie (age 8).
- Th e Alabama FFA Association welcomes
these three adult supporters to honorary
membership in the FFA and expresses ap
p reciation for their many years of service to
Agribusiness Education in Alabama .

VOCATIONAL
ACRICULTURE

Educating
Through
Experience

PATTI DUNN
PRESIDENT OF THE AU COLLEGIATE FFA
P atti Dunn is no ordinary farm girl. Born in
Frankfort, Germany to a career Army man
and his wife, s he had lived in eight foreign
countries and 49 of the 50 United States by
the age of 12. Now, at age 20, this Smiths
Station Hi gh school graduate is the first
female president of the Auburn Collegiate
chapter of the Future Farmers of America.
" The FFA ," says Dunn . "is a n organiza
tion which promotes agribusiness at a high
schoo l and college level. We try to educate
and prepare students to be good agribusi
ness leaders for the future."
The Auburn chapter has 30 members, and
is open t o anyone who was a member in high
school. "We have a lot of good activities this
quarter," says Dunn , " and the collegiate
FFA needs members. W e have meetings on
the second and fourth Tu esday of each
month in 118 Petrie H all from 7 to 8:30
p.m." Dunn says that the FFA plans an
exchange program with either North Carol
ina or Miss issi pp i State University, a Sears
Pig show and sale, and other activities to
promo te agriculture.
Dunn says she started her agricultural
career as a freshman in high school. "When J
was in ninth grade, all the girls wanted to
take home economics. But," she says, "I
thought that all they did was sew and boil
water." Dunn continues, "I knew mama
could teach me tha t , so I took vo-ag (voca
tional agriculture) instead."
While in high school , she raised eight
calves for show an d won 65 to 70 ribbons ,
trophies. trays, and "most precious-ex
perience galore!" she adds.
A fter winning forth and second places in
State FFA P roficiency Awards, she set her
sig ht s on sta te office , She became the first
F FA district officer from Smiths Station
Hi gh School, and next, the only s tat e officer
ever from Smiths. D unn says as State FFA
Secretary , she was the second female state
officer ever, and she " orked hard to prove
he r professional mettle ,"
As s tate secretary, D unn was a sought
after speaker, and spent many hours on the
road. "I spoke a l a retirement banquet in
Wetum pka , w here 800 people were in atten d
ance of which 30 guests were state senators
and representatives; I've given speeches on
sexual disc rimination in high school service
areas to princip als and supe rinte ndents; an d
given many persuasive speeches to students
at conventions," Du nn says. "M y year as
state secretary was full of great expe rien ces,
both personally and professionally," she
adds.
" I' ve been active in the collegiate FFA for
two and a half yea rs," Dunn says, She has
served as cha pter sec reta ry a nd parliament
a rian while in college and has taught IS
trainin g conferences o n parliamentary pro
cedure a nd three district confere nces.

Now , after election to office , Dunn says
she has "proved myself, both to myself and
to others, In high sc hoo l, I was greeted wit h
misunderstanding and criticism ," but she
says, "now all the guys seem to respect me as
an equal in agriculture, shop and leaders hip."
Dunn credits her success to her parents.
"They've always st ood by me, they let me do
what I wanted t o-to seek the goa ls I
wan ted," s he says.
Offered a full scholarship t o Mississippi
State University, Du nn declined, "Auburn
has pos sibly the fines t agricultruai college in
t he Southeast," she says.
Dunn says her long term goals include a
position on the state agribusiness st aff. H ow
ever, for the near future, she plans to get a
master's degree and an AA certificate in
education, and teach in a high school.
Dunn's sense of humor is well known to
her friends and fellow students , and it has
helped her through some tough spots. When
asked who she would like to see prot ray her
in a movie of her life, she q uipped , "Joan
Ri vers. "
Reprint from the Auburn Plainsman

FFA SWEETHEART

Michelle Bodiford
Michelle Bodiford of the W.S. Neal FFA.
was elected Chapter Sweetheart. Michelle is
a sophomore at W.S . Neal High School in
East Brewton. She is in Basic Agribusiness
where she is working toward being a member
of the Livestock Judging Team. Her hobbies
are swimming, skiing. horseback riding and
deer hunting. Michelle's FF A advisor is
Pbillip Ellis .

