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County FFA presidents and state officers see Vulcan, atop Red Mountain, while visiting
Birmingham as guests of Birmingham Chamber of Commerce's Agricultural Committee.

NATIONAL FFA OFFICERS VISIT-Braving a freezing wind, national officers, their traveling party and members of the welcoming
committee are shown as they arrived at Birmingham Municipal Airport February 12. Left to right are David H. Boyne, national presi
dent; Charles W. Ritter, national vice president; Walker Earl James, national vice president; Hunt Zumwalt, national student secretary;
John Schultheis, national vice president; Harlan Rigney, national vice president; Ralph Barrett, Alabama FFA president; R. E. Cammack,
director of vocational education, Montgomery; J. C. Cannon, Alabama supervisor, vocational agriculture; and T. L. Faulkner, Alabama
FFA executive secretary.

National FFA Officers
Visit Alahama
By THOMAS F. HILL
Southern hospitality is all that it was
supposed to be, and Southern cooking is
wonderful, but Southern weather?
"It isn't so hot," chorused a group of
national officers of the Future Farmers
cf America as they arrived at Birming
ham's Municipal Airport on February
12th and were greeted by a still-below
freezing wind.
National President David H. Boyne,
]9, of Marlette, Mich., who headed the
group, is from a section of the state
where brisk weather is norma!'
"It was 25 degrees when I left home,"
he said at the airport. "I thought when
we headed South, we would get warm
weather. It must be at least 25 here
now."
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Young Boyne and the other FFA offi
cers were on a cross-country aerial jaunt
to make friends for farmers and farming,
both future and present-day.
Special emphaSiS was placed on im
proving industry-agriculture relations.
The future farmers got busy on this
phase shortly after arriving in the Magic
City. They were whisked out to the Ten
nessee Coal and Iron Division of U. S.
Steel, where they were met by· TCI
President A. V. Wiebe!.
With the group was Charles W. Rit
ter Jr., 19, of Amory, Miss., Southern
region vice president; Hunter Zumwalt,
19, Artesia, N. M. , student secretary;
John Schultheis, 19, Colton, Wash., Pa
cific region vice president; Walker Earl
J ~,mes, Middlebury, Vt., North Atlantic
Region vice president; and Harlan Rig
ney, 20, Red Oak, Ill., central region
vice president.
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The group was met at the airport by
Ralph Barrett, State President, Alabama
FFA Assn.
With young Barrett were R. E. Cam
mack, state director of vocational edu
cation, Montgomery; J. C. Cannon, state
supervisor, vocational agriculture, and
T. L. Faulkner, executive secretary, Ala
bama FFA Assn. , Auburn.
Coming to Birmingham with the FFA
officers were A. W . Tenney, national
FFA executive secretary; R. E. Naugher,
program specialist, agricultural education
department; and John Farrar, FFA di
rector of public rela tions, all of \Vash
ington.
An annual event, the goodwill tour
started Feb. 3. This is the first year the
officers have come South.
The tour so far had included Washing
ton, Baltimore, Wilmington, Del. , New
Continued on page 8
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OPPORTUNITIES for you graduating FFA members will be limited only by
your vision of what your future may become, your abilities and how you
use them, your character and determination.
You are now starting out on one of the most exciting adventures you
will ever have. You will discover that earning a living can be fun.
But, if you want to get the most out of life, you will have to organize
your thinking. You will need to use foresight in acquiring those skills
which will be most valuable to you later. You will have to plan your life
well and then follow your plan.
Having a definite occupation Or goal in mind will give you a running
start over others who have not thought about their future. Fortunately,
some of the graduating FFA members know already what they want to
do. They are now making definite plans to follow that course.
You FFA boys are now completing an important phase of your life.
You are the cream of the crop. It is good to know that many of you be
lieve in the Future of Farming as stated in the FFA Creed. It is good to
know that most of you will either be a farmer, or you will specialize in
some phase of agriculture for your life's work.
It isn't expected that all FFA members will be farmers. A good per
centage of you will fann, however. It isn't expected that all FFA members
will go to college and it isn't necessary that everyone go to college. Whe
ther or not a person goes to college depends to a great extent on the
individual himself. It depends on his likes and dislikes. It also depends
on his goals and his ability to reach these goals. It is very important
for you who do go to college to have a definite goal or a definite career
in mind. You should have a broad understanding about the different
courses offered in college and what they will prepare you to do.

We Salute The FFA
Birmingham and Alabama were privileged yesterday to play host
all too briefly to the national officers of the Future Farmers of America
now touring the country by air.
We say all too briefly because we regret more of our people could
not have a chance to meet them, hear them and get the lift their self
confidence and enthusiasm never fail to give.
These young men are outstanding, of course; or they never could
have been elected to national office in their organization but they are
typical too in many ways of the nearly 400,000 young men they repre
sent on farms in every state in the Union.
To be around them is reassuring. To hear them is inspiring. It makes
one proud of America's youth in general. They leave a warm, confident
feeling that our country's future will be in good hands when they take
over.
More power to a program which develops the quality of citizenship
they so well represent. - Editorial from The Birmingham Post-Herald.

Vulcan Views National Officers
Ole Vulc just looked into the faces of seven American boys, heard
them tell about some simple things like learning to do, doing to learn,
earning to live, and living to serve. So Simple. Yet so solid, so true and
so sincere!
These young men - all strapping fellows, clear of eye, poised, confi
3

State FFA Convention
THE ANNUAL ~tate FFA Convention dates have been set by the
executive committee for June 9, 10, and 11. It will again be held in
Auburn.
Each chapter will have one delegate and others to attend will
be candidates for State Farmer Degree, state officer candidates, local
advisors, award winners, and those participating in contests and
other programs at the convention.

dent, but modest, and full of fun and life - were the Future Farmers of
America in Birmingham to look over our town.
They were David Boyne of Marlette, Mich.; Hunt Zumwalt of Artesia,
N. M.; Walker Earl James of Orwell, Vt .; Harlan Rigney of Red Oak,
Ill.; Charles W. Ritter Jr. of Amory, Miss.; John Schultheis of Colton,
Wash.; and our own Ralph Barrett of Corner School House.
These young men are leaders among the 363,369 Future Farmers of
America on our land. They represent a group on which you can pin a
lot of faith - the farm boys and girls of America. And more than that,
they represent the best qualities of American youth.
I looked at 'em and felt better about tomorrow. - VULCAN, in the
Birmingham News.

Graduates, Select Your Occupation

RIVERTON WINS AGAIN-Miss Jeanette
Neely, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
M. Neely, was crowned Queen of the Tri
State Future Farmers Association recently
at a dinner of the group in Chattanooga.
She was the third Riverton entry to win
the title since 1950.

Pike County Chapters
Presented Tractors

Two more Pike County FFA Chapters
have received tractors as a gift from lo
cal dealers which brings the county up
to 100 per cent with all chapters in the
Farm Journalist
county now owning a new John Deere
Farm Agent for Banks, Railroad, Ra
tractor and equipment.
dio, Etc.
The latest chapters to receive the trac
Farmer Cooperatives
tors were Troy and Brundidge. The Go
Feed Salesman
shen chapter received theirs earlier from
Feed Store Manager
the Luverne Implement Company. The
Feed Store Clerk
Perkins Implement Company presented
Field Man for Creamery
. the tractors to Troy and Brundidge.
Florist
The implement dealers plan to pick
4-H Club Agent
up the tractors and equipment each year
Gardeners and Grounds Keepers
and replace them with new tractors and
Greenhouse Manager
eqUipment.
Hardware Merchant
In making the presentations, the im
Hatchery Manager
plement companies said that mechanized
Inseminator
farming of today requires training and
Land Appraiser
that the service, satisfactorv use and life
Landscape Architect
of farm machinery depe~ds upon the
Livestock Buyer
proper operation and maintenance of the
Marketing Specialist
machinery. By presenting tractors and
Nurseryman
equipment to the vo-ag departments, the
Office Assistant in PMA Offices
Vo-Ag instructors will be able to give
Principal Clerk in PMA Offices
this much-needed training to our young
Rural Representatives for Electric men who are interested in agriculture.
Power Companies
It is believed that Pike County is the
Sanitarian
only county in the United States to be
Soil Conservationist
presented three tractors for use in the
Soil Scientist
vo-ag department. Vocational agriculture
Tree Surgeon
teachers who will supervise the use of
Veterinarian
the tractors are: W. H. Kinard, Troy;
Vocational Agriculture Teacher and W. K. Roberson, Brundidge and J. A.
FFA Adviser
Ray, Goshen .

Many FFA graduates have already chosen farming as their life's occupation.
Others will select occ1..1pations closely related to farming. The list below sholJld be
helpful in making a final decision.
ON THE FARM OCCUPATIONS

1.
2.
3.
4.

General Farmer
Dairy Farmer
Fruit Farmer
Livestock Farmer
5. Poultry Farmer
6. Truck Farmer
OTHER AGRICULTURAL
OCCUPATIONS

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20 .
21.

22.
4

Agricultural Chemist
Agricultural Economist
Agricultural Engineer
Agricultural Engineer (Electric Pow
er Companies)
Agricultural Statistician
Agronomist
Auctioneer
Beekeeper
Buyer (Groceries, Produce, Meats,
etc.)
Conservation Aid
County Agricultural Agent
County Supervisor (Farmers Home
Administration)
Dairy Herd Improvement Associa
tion (DHIA) Supervisor
District Manager for Chain Grocery
Stores
Entomologist
Extension Specialist

23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

32.
33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

44.

45.
46.
47.

48.
49.
50.
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Sulligent FFA Celebrates
25th Anniversary
Twenty-five years of FFA progress
passed in review at Sulligent on March
11 when the local chapter observed its
25th Anniversary with a banquet. On
hand for the occasion were about 200
FFA members and their fathers which
included the first officers of the chapter
,-Ind two of their fathers. Many county
and state officials were present to take
part in the celebration.
The banquet program for the night
of March 11th was presented in the
form of a story which began in 1927
when a young man just out of Auburn
drove into Sulligent and announced he
was the new agriculture teacher. He was
S. J. Gibbs, who is still teaching at Sul
ligent High School.
Mr. Gibbs picked up the name of
"Farmer" during his early years at Sul
ligent and is called by that name today
by students and townspeople alike.
Of course the local farmers at that
time eyed the new teacher with suspic
ion. One local farmer made the remark
to a group sitting around one of the
town's pot-bellied stoves ; 'That young
man can't teach us nothing about farm
ing, he has been used to hydrant water
all his life."
Shortly after that though one of the
county's finest cows got sick. After ev
erything else had been tried and failed,
farmers remembered Gibbs and his new
ideas. He was called in. He examined
the sick cow with more than a dozen
farmers watching sullenly from a safe
distance.
"Milk fever," Gibbs said, trying to
sound professional and sure of himself.
He prescribed a treatment, it was fol
lowed and the cow was soon well.
After the sick cow incident, farmers
began to listen more attentively to the
young agriculture leader.
Two years after Mr. Gibbs first ar
rived in Sulligent the first FF A. Chapter
was organized. All the first officers still
live at Sulligent. They are: Brooks Mad-

FFA FAMILY-all boys were FFA mem
bers at Sulligent while in high school and
the father was a member of the adult class.
From left to right: S. J. Gibbs, adviser, Bill
Ted, Velmon, Dennis, Que and their fathe:
S. G. Boyet~.
APRIL.MAY,
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HE~E ARE the first officers of the Sulligent FFA Chapter. From left to right: S. J. Gibbs,
adviser; Claude Stokes, Secretary and present Mayor of Sulligent· Byron Trimm vice
president and former school teacher, now farming; Brooks Maddox 'president and p~esent
'
Ford dealer and cattle farmer at Sulligent.

dox, president, now a well-known auto
mobile dealer and cattle farmer; Byron
Trimm, vice president, former school
teacher and present farmer; and Claude
Stokes, secretary-treasurer, and presently
mayor of Sulligent.
As part of the flashback program, the
old officers took over and read minutes
of the first meetings. They also told of
some of the early socials and other events
that took place during the early days of
FFA at Sulligent.
As the story was told, you cou'ld see
agriculture progress in Lamar County
taking shape. FFA members recalled the
first sack of tankage bought by an FFA
member, the first feed brought to the
crusher, and the first commercial or
chard.
Lakon . Pennington, 1954 president,
presided over the meeting.
After the officers of the first chapter
told how Mr. Gibbs organized the FFA
Chapter, Harold Otts, FFA member, told
of some of the activities of the chapter.
Jimmy Mixon paid tribute to the donors
and sponsors of FFA projects.
Herbert Scott read from the honor
roll the names of Sulligent FFA mem
bers who gave their lives for their coun
try during World War II and the Ko
rean ConBict.
Other FFA'ers on the program includ
ed a novelty presentation by Corky
Buckley. Larry Flynn described the com
munity service done by the FFA chap

ter and George Clifton described some of
the accomplishments of scientific agri
culture.
The winning public speaker at Sulli
gent, Billy Crutchfield, spoke on the job
ahead for FFA.
..
Charles Ritter Jr., national vice presi
dent from Amory, Miss ., closed out the
program. He praised Mr. Gibbs for his
leadership of the youth of Lamar County
and for helping farmers adopt scientific
farming practices.
"Farming today," Ritter said, "is a
job for a specialist, a scientist, an econo
mist, and a man with a whale of a lot
of horse sense.
"Farming no longer is the occupation
of a p,~rson who can't find anything else
to do.

FROM left to right: Lakon Pennington,
president of Sulligent FFA Chapter and
master of ceremonies at the banquet; Wal
lace Stanford, vice president; S. J. Gibbs,
adviser; and Charles Ritter, Jr., National
vice president from Amory, Mississippi.
5

Mr. T. L. Faulkner
Editor: "The Alabama Future Farmer"
Auburn, Alabama
Dear Mr. Faulkner:
I received your February-March edition of "The
Alabama Future Farmer" and read it with a great deal of
interest. This is certainly a wonderful publication, and
I know that the boys appreciate receiving such a fine
magazine.
I would like to add my congratulations to you and
all of the other fine people in the State of Alabama
connected with the wonderful organization, Future Farmers
of America. I note that the week of February 20-27 has
been set aside as National FFA Week. To my way of think
ing, this is one of the finest organizations in America.
We are happy to playa small part in making your magazine
available to the FFA members in the State of Alabama.
Keep up the good work, and I know that the FFA
Organization will continue to grow.
Very truly yours,
ALABAMA FLOUR MILLS
C. I. Carter, Manager
Formula Feeds Department

Thanks, Mr. Carter. Those kind words are appreciated I am sure by
our FFA members everywhere. Your interest and cooperation is a great
encouragement to these outstanding young men.
T. L. F.

Riverton's Prize Winners

WAYMON PAUL (center) is being con
gratulated by J. J. Collins, Geneva County
Superintendent of Education. Rep. George
Andrews, guest speaker at the Geneva High
School program, looks on. The youth is
Chapter Corn Growing Champion. Symbolic
is the FFA emblem (in background) which
depicts a cross-section oJ an ear of corn.

Geneva Has Gala Affair
Parents and other guests came to Ge
neva High School recently to watch the
Future Farmers of America in action.
They saw:
Three businessmen initiated as honor
ary members of the group, a corn grow
ing champion and a "Chapter Farmer of
the Year" honored. And they heard:
Representative George Andrews of
Union Springs paint a glowing picture
about the future of farming and living
in Alabama - "One of the few states in
the Union that could almost build a
fence around itself and live with its nat
ural resources."
Joel E. Johnson presented honorary
chapter pins to Robert Sidwell, manager
of Radio Station WGEA; Cecil B. John
son,' Geneva businessman and manager
of Johnson Farms; and Wilbur Pridgen,
I:13yor of Geneva.
Probate Judge R. S. Ward, a fourth
man elected to honorary membership,
was absent due to illness. Appropriate
citations were read concerning each with
regard to the support and service they
render the Geneva chapter.
Wayman Paul, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Students in the agriculture and home economics classes at Riverton
High School have developed a high degree of skill and proficiency in
sweeping honors and winning contests, not only in Alabama, but in com
petition with Tennessee and Georgia.
In fact, they have become so good that, if they don't watch out, they
will be ruled out as "professionals."
The most recent in a long series of victories in recent years was the
award Thursday night at Chattanooga of the Tri-State FFA crown to
winsome Jeanette Neely, over a field of 45 other contestants from Ala
PREVENT
bama, Tennessee and North Georgia.
FOREST
In the past five years, in which Riverton has entered this contest,
three Riverton girls have won top honor as "Queen," while two others
FIRES
were runners-up in the other years.
Each year, major state, district and national honors are won by
Riverton boys and girls in stock judging, in exhibiting their calves and
hogs, in FFA contests, in general skills in farm work and on farm projects.
Much is due to the high caliber of the students, but a very generous
portion of the credit also belongs to Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Wigley, their
teachers, who are experts in their lines and in knowledge of animal hus M. J. BEARD, local adviser (at right), and
bandry and home economics. - Editorial from The Huntsville Times.
members erect Forest Fire highway signs.
< ALABAMA FUTURE FARMER
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Lester Paul, Samson, Route 2, was pre
sented a key and certificate as the cham
pion corn grower. He produced a high
of 70 bushels per acre; an average of
38 bushels on a 10-acre field. This pres
entation was made by J. J. Collins, coun
ty superintendent of education.
Chapter Farmer of the Year honors
were won by Charles Pritchett, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Pritchett, Geneva.
D. H. Ward, Geneva, made the award.
Runners-u'p in this contest were Way
man Paul and Max Ausley.
Roland McCall was in charge of a
brief ceremony that saw 18 boys receive
the "Green Hand" pin, first degree of
recognition for a member of FFA.
Representative Andrews directed most
of his remarks toward members of the
FFA.
"I hope you young men will follow
through with your ambition to be farm
ers.... I hope you stay in Alabama ...
in Geneva County."
Andrews sought to assure the Future
Farmers that they could find "no better
place" than Geneva County.
"Alabama," he pointed out, "has more
natural resources than any state in these
United States."

PICTURED ABOVE are the officers of the Jasper chapter as they display their parapher
nalia and equipment. From left to right they are: president Charles F . Banks; vice-presi
dent Buell Butts; secretary Ronnie Dunham; treasurer Bobby Robinson; reporter Donald
E. Sanford, Jf.; and sentinel Jimmy Neal.

----FFA---

F FA
ROUND-UP
CORNER
The Corner FFA chapter cooperated
with other agencies recently and helped
put on a forestry demonstration, accord
ing to Rex Frederick, chapter reporter.
Also assisting was Mr. J. W . Lindsey,
superintendent of forestry for Alabama
By-Products. The demonstration was
held on land owned by Allen Busby.
All necessary equipment was furnished
by the Alabama By-Products. The group
marked off an acre of land and did the
necessary trimming. They also thinned
out all the trees not needed.
Mr. Lindsey talked to the Future
Farmers about the proper procedure for
thinning and trimming. The FFA mem
bers kept a record of all trees cut and
trees left.
THOMASTON
Walter Cannon, FFA reporter for the
Thomaston Chapter, says that several
members of their chapter are making
plans for plenty of quail in future years .
He reported eight members set one
eighth-acre strips of bicolor lespedeza

Continued on page 9
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SHOWN ABOVE are members of the Hartford chapter with the beautiful mailbox posts
they built in their vocational agriculture farm mechanics shop.

SHOWN ABOVE is local adviser and teacher of Vo-Ag. W. B. Thrash supervising FFA
members in the use of new power equipment installed in their school workshop at Orrville.
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BUILDS BETTER PULLETS

FINEST FEED EVER

' ''RED HAT Growing Mash builds

better pullets that Jay better.
last year my 400 pullets gave
me 75 % egg production and I
plan to house 400 more this
yeor. I recommend RED HAT to
all my friends."
W. J. Mot••
Clanton. Ala .

B

80% EGG PRODUCTION

GOOD STRONG PULLETS

"My 750 laying hens were grown

.. My 8 month old leghorn pullets

out on RED HAT Growing Mash
w ith C-87. They are giving me
81 % production. They are the
finest, best looking bunch of

are now giving me 80 % egg
production with only 2 % medium
eggs. They were grown off on
RED HAT Growing Mash. Nothing
produces big sturdy pullets like
RED HAT!"
Mrs. Claude S. Campb.1I
Eldridge, Ala .

•'I've been feeding out my grow
ing pulleh on RED HAT Growing
Mash for the past Jl/:t years.
It gives me a stronge r, better
developed bird that usually over
ages between 75 % and 80%
production ...
W . J . Mitch.1I
Cullman, Ala .

pulleh you've ever seen."
Carl Grob
Cullman, Ala.
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Supplies All the Bone and Body Builders
Pullets Need to Develop into Big Sturdy Layersl

What is (~.87?
C-87 is a special combina
tion, of ingredients
including fish solubles,
riboflavin supplement,
niacin, calcium pantothen . .
ate and other high power
ed ingredients that step up
feeding efficiency, lowers
feed costs and aids in the
general health and thrifti
ness of your flock . Only
RED HAT Feeds contain it.

Like the poultry raisers above,
you 'll lind IT PAYS to feed out
your growing birds on RED HAT
GROWING MASH with C·87.
This scientifically balanced ration
contains all the animal and vege·
table proteins, minerals, vitamins
and all the other nutrients grow
ing birds need to develop into big,
somul bodied, fully matured, long
laying pullets.
In teSts conducted by a leading
University Agricultural School,
birds grown out this way layed
78% more eggs than those left to

forage for themselves. The pullets
were stronger and more com
pletely developed. There were
fewer blow-outs and other casual·
ties which rob you of your prolits.
This spring do as thousands of
progressive poultry raiser s a re
dping. Put your birds on RED
HAT Growing Mash at 7 weeks of
age. Continue to feed it until your
pullets are in 30% egg production.
You'll lind IT PAYS. Remember,
only RED HAT gives you C-87 .
So always ask yo ur dealer for it
by name.

ALABAMA FLOUR MILLS

DECATUR,
ALABAMA
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