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MINU T ES 

MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

ALABAMA ASSOCIATION, F.F.A. 

AUBURN, l lLJ:,.'81-ilU~, DECEMBER 15, 1944 

he Execut i v e Commit'ee of the Al bama Association of Future Farmers 
of .America met in t.he offices of tl e Agricultural Educa.tion Department, 
Auburn, Alabama. on 1!'ri aZ-; December l5 " 1944, at 1:00 P .lI . Thos e 
resen yrere: Thad Sabnon, president; 'VVayne Thompson vice president; 

Louie Chapmrul, secretarv; Merrjll Carlisle, tr·asurer~ D~n Powell, 
reporter; C1Cirice Beech, sentinel; L. L. Seilers, assi s t ant adviser, 
and Mrs. Littl eton. 

REPOnT OF DELEri-ATES 1'0 NATIONAL COlfVENTIOi'J 

Following t he call to order, the presi rient asked L uie Chapman, state 
secretary and delegate to t he national convent .ion, to make a report on 
hi '" trip to Kansa s City. The secretarv related events of' the convention 
program of interest to other members of t he committee. The president, 
also an offi cial delegate to the convention, "'"·ol d hoy b llS' less of conven­
t' on wa.s carried on, particularly s tressing the use of parliamentary 
procedure,. and e f his ork !'nth the nominating counnit..L ee where 36 boys 
were interviewed fer national office. 

Merrill Carlisle, state treasurer and del6 ate from the Notasulca Chapter, 
st.:ted t hat hA was mos t impres sed witb the sp eeches of the retiring 
officers Vlno each told ilmat FFA had done f or him. 

Mr . Sellers rev-iewed the purposes o.f the Fut ll e Farlll 1's 0 America. 
Foundation, IncorpOl.~ated which was ado ted by the Board of Trustees at 
s_ ecial TlIp.et< g in Kansas City, Mo., on Oct ober 7, 1944. 'Ine main objects 
and purpeses of the Foundation are to receive, mai ntain &1d distribut 
flmd~ from corporat.ions and busine"'s concerns 0 (1 provide priz sand 
alvar ds to boys achieving distinction in vocational agriculture; (2 to. 
f inancially assist deserving vocational. Q€ricultu_re s t l dents and yo (7 

farmers to b ecome established in f arming; (3 promote and s t imulate 
int.erest in agric:ult ral l Eadership among students of voca ional agricult ure; 
and (4) promote and develop interest on part of' generral public in vocational 
~gricult.ure and activities of the FF.A. 

Chanees made in the Nati6nal Const itu i n a t the convention. ,yere read and 
affects tl-ese changes would have on .L.he Sta.te Const.itution were discu :" E'd. 
~ll motion by M.rr"l Carlisle, seconded and approved, the committee agreed 
that, the State Asso.ciation shol ld operat e under t hese cbanges unti l tb."l 
St ate Constitution could be officially amended by del egates in session at 
the next state convention. These changes in the National Consti t 1-1tion are 
as f ollows: 
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Arti 1 VI of the By-La"i 8, ' 'econd uaragraph on page 22 of the 

OfficieJ Manual be changed to read a s follo 1[S: 


"In case a local department of vocati onal agricult ure in . ·hich 

a chariered cbapter of F. F .il... is 1 ca.ted i discol1t inued, the 

chapter so i nvolved may· be penni :.ted to opera.te offici::l11 y for 

a period no+ t,o exceed 36 months froln date of tile discontiLl uance 

of the depar ment in the scho 1 concerned, PI' viding proper 

supervision and guidance ca.n be given t o he ch apt.er work by a 

member of t h e school faculty having the aPTlroval of t h e Sta t € 

adviser. L0cal chapter chart.ers must b e surrender ed to the 

State adviser at tll e end of the 36 months period indicated if 

vocational agricult.ure is not iLl op8ration again at t hat time. If 


Article IV of the Constit·,.1 ion, Gections C and D, paragraph 
one on page 15 of the Of ficial Manual be amended by striking out 
in paragraph one in each Section the words IIfor a t least one year 
immediately!! . Paragraph one of Sect i ons C and D of Article IV 
would then read as follovs: 

C. 	1. ''Must have held the Degree of Green Hand precedin,s election 
to t _e Degree of Chapt.er Fanner and ave a. record of sa. i ­
i'a.ctory participation in the activities of the local chapter. " 

D. 	 1. tlMust ha.ve held the Degree of eha tE;r Farmer ?receding 
election t .o the Degree of Stat e'arner, have b een an a.ctive 
member of the F.F.A. for at lesst t wo years, and have a 
record of satisfactory- parti cipation in the activities of 
the local chapter. 1I 

FORLSTP.Y PROGRAM 

Each officor reportE:d on the progress in his local chapter, and reports 
i ndicated t.hat each cha~ter 'i -mild average five or six bey planting 1000 
pines each. Clarice Beech reported on unusual activit y carried out by t he 
Chatom Chapter whose members have ga t hered 70 bushels of g r een pine burs, 
getting 25 cents per bu shel for them. Chapt ers are stressing r re preven­
tion as well as tree pl ant ing, and those not having a. deITtOnst ration plot 
are planniI1" one this y-ear . Mr . Sellers reported .L,hat olnders f or 375,000 
trees had be~ recei ved ' a t the State Chamber of Commerce as of December 12, 
1944. 

PUBLIC 	SPEAKING (;Of~TES'I' 

After some discussion, Merrill Carlisle moved that the committe e vot e to 
limit. participation in the State contest to f our contestant s in the fina.ls. 
The motion was seconded and unanimously approved by the committee . It was 
suggested that judges not 1 ave the audi tOriULn., but ded ionf: be made by 
totfoling t h e judges sheets. '1'he COllllidtt ee also f elt that more stress should 
be placed on ch3.pter p IL1ic s e~ con' eut -~:bere th e most int erest is storm 
and )~here the- great st number of lOIS ;)C:,rt icipate . 'lhese _'J.ggestions arg to 
be ooruider ed. by the c cmmitte e -i r.. charge of setting up recommenClG.tiol1s for 
the public spealdng cont est n ext ~"'ear. 

http:Chapt.er
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~· T.AR,'1'ET CONTEST 

:'~s. s sa "g ested ti:lat t h e coilll:lit tee on rCCO!Ill.- n a tions for the :Juartet 
Con st n2:::t I8 '_r il1corp ,)r~te ill the 11Llles and Regula,t:.::'>i1S t_.at one 'f 
the t~70 s ' ngs t.:> be sung by t ho qilar et be "Hail The F .F,A.II. 

CHAP R CO.r?I'EST 

Ncuna.,; of chapters not s ending in Pr grUl"l of Yiori.: f or 1944-h5 are: 

Hubbertv'lle B.::q ~inette Loc'Jord 
Kennedy Foley Five Points 
Mount Ho e Lyeffion Goodwat er 
Scot tsboro Orrville ,Sutt.le 
Collinsville Headland Vince .t 
Eva Fort eposit Winterboro 
Fa-mew Red Level 
Sand Rock Ashland 

The officer appr ved &. plan to visit chapters in tl1 eir di tricts that 
had not sent in a Prograrn of V~ork, to writa chapt ers not l ocated in 
their areas, and t.o offer a.ny assistance in helpir 0: t~ Se chapters 
complete a Program of Work for the y ar. 

Mr. Sellers read a port.ion of :'.!1r. Tenney ' s l etter concerning scrapbooks 
f or t:le NatiOi.lal Ch~?ter Contest wbic 1 stated: 

lilt is true t,lat the Natio lal Conventi on pas sed a regulation' 
prohibiting local chapters fr ill. s\lbmitting a chap er scrap­
book with their aCCOJJ.1lishment re ort in the National Chapter 
Contest . II 

Members of the executi v e collllIlit tee revie'wed qualifications ' or deter.nining 
the standi.ne of local chapters and members and checked the list of chapters 
not sending in activity prog rams, list of members and dues for 1944.-45. 
Those chc_ ters found de -nquent re: 

ennedy Fort Deposit 
Lyeffion Red Leve 
Colli ;1sville Vincent 
Eva Wint erboro 
Sand Rock 

The COITll!1.ittee decided to delay 'lcti.on on these c1apters unt il the night 
meeting 1iihen di trict s upervis ors 'would be present to gi ve a t rue picture 
of situation in each chapt er. 

MEMB.l!.RSHIP 

Sta t e membership as of December 8, 944 was 6,378. ~ach off icer reported 
the approximate incr63.se or decr.;.ase in member h.ip in t i s chapter; and in 
disc1J.ssing act i ve me:nbers in t he anned service, it V'C·.S discovered t :1at some 

http:incr63.se
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chapt.ors h .d reported t.hese men as active nl'''"abers, wflel"eC'l s other chapters 
had not . The cQ.L1lllittee asked Mr. Sellers to write t h e chapters i n t he 
s t ate, ch ec..1dn,g on th e number of a.ctive members i n the service not re art. d 
in t h e reguler membership. \'iith t,],\is increase, tbe ,r!O~ of 6 700 members 
wi l l probably , e reach ed. 

WARTTIv1.I!. ACTIVITIES SHEET 

The committ ee re . r:>l 'Ted i1.nd disc1.lssed the SllTlllUarV sheet f or 1!fartime activities 
to b"" celled f r in April, and decided to u..: e this sheet a s a guide in 
visiting chapters and plan..nn!::: acti- ities 

Dl.GREE ' 

The president asked all office:'8 to stress, during Irisits to cha.9ters, tue 

ll!lportB1.lCe of start ing apr] i c,q,.' ion s for Stat<=; and Am.ericclXi Farmer D grees 

earl y, t UP giving t be a plicants a b et ter chance of .IllaY..ine t ile deE'ree. 

Taking 2 pE' cent of t ' e ' 0 .).,2 S ' '1+,<'; llembersbip .). 0 da e, th e Alabama Ls sociatioD. 

\'ro1.Ud be allowed only 128 State Farmers tr.i s year ; and one il.m..eric3 . Farmer 

fOl~ ever"ll 1000 members !fould give Alaba.ma on):y' 6 Amer ic3il :Fa.nners . 


APPLICATIONS FOR STaTE OFFICE 

1r'/ith St<J.te Officer nomirlations coming up May 1 , the cormnit tee decided t o 
che '::}{ wit.h all chaptJers vi ~ited, a.s well a ylit h tbeir 10 al cb8.pters, the 
possiblA candidAtes for Stat e Office end belp t hem in any way to start t hese 
ai:1plic,q,tians a s soon a s pos s i bl e. 

Aftsr approving th e mi u t es of -th e August meetinld', the meet:L.1.g adjourned 
a.t. :.30 P .}.!. t o conv ene at 7: 00 P.M • 

• 
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Friday Night. . December 15. 1944 

The pr'3sident called t he meetihg to order at 7:10 P M. Mr . Cannon" 
Mr . Faulkner and Mr~ ~ont'om'~ry joinedt.h - group for a portion of the 
evening ses sion 

OFEICERS' VISITS 

E ch affic r reporte ' on chapt er visit made since t~le last. execut ive 
cOf>lmit tee rr e ing ano accompl ishments to date on the ta.t e Program 0 '" I 

Work. Mr. Sellers emphasized the imp-ortance of of ficers send.ing in 
i inerarics t l','O 'I'[se.!··s before visit ing cha.pters and a ren!) t of visits 
aft er akLlg them so as to have a record for use in makinq a report t o 
the covv-'3nti n at t e end of t.he y ear . 

r" ervis'.)rs advised officprs not t.o visit chapters wit.hout advisers except 
on f'rfjecial i l'lvil:.ation, at which tih18 sucl- v' ,.it .::: Fould be handled as 
s)ecial cases. 

PUBLIClYL 

Mr. \:{ontgomer::.r gavp some points to be considered in writill"3" news articles 
f or the Alabama Fut.ure FaI"ller ann 0 I er farm maf'"azinp.s . emphasizing the need 
of human. interest stories and articles that tell t he public what FFA is 
doing. Pictures , Vilhen possible, wore stressed as a much needed i t 6Til in 
FFA p1..1blicit:r. 

Clarice Beech ld Merrill Carlisle report e. that articles 1'mre being sent 
i£1. r egularly to papers in their respective count ies. 

FARt! BUREAU lliliETING 

President Thad SaJ..mon and Trea .'3urer Merrill Carlisle gav e r e})orts Oil their 
visi t to the Farm Bureal! meeting and interest shown by Farm Bur eau in 
rural. yo th. 

'l'he, resident also attended a meet.D1g of t h e Alab.:u:na State Chamber of 
COfll.'llerCe t which t'me h e alk~d on "Wlat FFA is doing ill Forestryll. 

F .l~ • A. tiA.NDBOOK 

The COlIli1U tee f:wored thf> new tTandh')o - as to i and cor tent. It was 
5" g'1.?ested that t he o'ficers check ",,'hen visi in£ chapters and find ;mat e 
is being made of fie FFA Handbool{ and re-'- rt a.t t he nen cOlTLYl'd.ttee meeting. 
Imy uggestions or recolwilendat ions giv en a t t hat time 1"ill bE; incarpol" . ed 
in t h Hamib ok Committee' s recov rnenciati""ns for 1945-46. 

DELL 'OtmNT CHAPTERS 

I n view of in.form~tion B'ivell. by di trict supervisors, -rerrill Carlisle !nov d 
that the Execut i ve com.rl1i.t.te.e s e t i18 deadline at Febr uax'Y 1 and ask t.he 
distr ict supervisors to assume the respon sibility f r cont acting the nine 
de-I ' 'lql. ent chapters for gett . nii dues, list of T..lemb rs and a ctivity p_ ograrns 
. 11 t o t b Sta.te office. This motion 'ras second d and '.man ' -llollsly carriAd. 
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Wayne Thompson roposed that t,h nine chapters fouJ."1.d delinuent b e decl r e 
a.utoraEti:,ical y on proba ~ on pending a.ction a ' the n ext executive committ ee 
meeting to b e held in March . Th ' 3 i-iOll was seconded and a~ proved b: 
t h e COlm t.ee. 

APPOINTMbi~T OF COJ:&.J.I'l''l'E1!:S 

Mr. Sel l rs expl ained t hat one -istrict v-as sel('ct ed ea ch yea.r t.o h av e 
charge of t he Acti vit , Prog am for the com:i.n€; ar, rot ating among t h 
fiv e distric s, and -'-bat it wc:.s the;: pract i ce of the execu ive commi t tee t o 
ask the di r ict supervisor in ch.arp-e of t he district chosen to select a 
COlli1 y in which chapters would b responible or draY" ne u a new activi 17 

program ' . pr rqsen-- -he del<=>E'at-s' conve- tinn. Thi year the Nort west 
District has charge of his pro~ra • 

Upon a J royal of he executive cOfTE'ut tee t he president appointed the 
fol lovdn£ committees to r ak a. t'loY' ugh stud~:v- and repo t to t h e executive 
commit ee at the March Uleeting. ese reports are to be made orall - to 
t h conuni t t ee and recomnlendatio' s (t, ped) handed in for use by the incoming 
off icers and are to be made avail ble t o th~ committ ee s et t ing u- the ro&r am 
of lJfOr_C .f r t } e neYT ye r. The COl!unit tees ap i t ed 81"e as f llows : 

AC'PrVI'l'Y PPOGRAM 

Mr . Gi son t.o select a committe 
from No thw€ cot 1I.lab.:una Di s t rict . 

Forest~[ Progr~ 

Clarice Beech c airrllan 
1 or 2 FFA boys and t - ei r advisers 
fro11 Clar:i ce' s district, to be 
select ed bv Clarice. 

Handbook 

M rrill Ca lisl e, ca' 1"'!UalJ. 

1 or 2 FP oys ?nd heir a -,risers 
f rOIT! errill's di t r ift, to be 
s elec ed by Merrill. 

AlabAma Fut.ure Farmer 

Dan Povrell, chai,rma.n 
1 or 2 FFf: bOlT and their ad iser 
from Dan's district, t o be 
selected by Dan. 

PlJ.blic Soea~ . 

Wayne Thoffi_ on, chairn an 
I or 2 FF'A boys and thei r advi sers 
from 'viayn f 8 disJ- rict, to be 

- ected y lfla--n e . 

,,-­
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Better Cha?ter Contest 

Loui3 Chapman, ehai nllaIl 
1 or 2 FF'ft boys and their -dvisBrs 
f roID Louie I s district, t o b e 
selected by Louie . 

r.:uartet Contest 

l'tayne Tbompson, chair man 
1 or 2 FFJi. b075 and t heir ad risers 
t o be s e ected by Hayne from his 
district. 

Annual Chapter Report 

Dan POi/ell, chairman 
1 or 2 FFA boys and their advisers 
f rom Danis distr i ct. , to be 
select.ed by Dan. 

Convention arrangement s 

Thad C'almon, chairman 

Members of Supervisory St aff 


National Cha"Jt er.- Con est Committee 

Dist rict Supervisor s 

March 9-10, lQl,:-. VId.S the date set for the March executive meeting. 
The folloc-ring items are t.o be considered as OB.rt of ne business to be 
taken up at t 1at rn eti 19: 

1. 	 Plans f or State Convention (including appoint ment of necessary cOTmni ttees). 

2. 	 Report of cOl1l1!!itte s appoint.ed at Decemb~r meeting. 

3. 	 Report i n cha')ter visits b.' of'ficers, and accompl isp..ments on c+.ivity 

orograro. 


4. Review State Farmer Degree applicati ons for recr mmendation at. convention. 


5- Report on progress of Forestry Pro6ram 


6. 	 Delinquent chapte-rs. 

7. 

8. 


9· 


10. 

- ----- ............. 
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Clarice B~ecb sugges~ d t.hat all offic ers send su€f,estion to resi dent f or 
i t ems f O llf:;in0 S S to be 1-~en u I'tt. the Harch meet ing' at , l .=!ast t v,;) weeks 
pri ,... to th~ meeting March 9-l l), 1945. 'I'his pl an WdS approved by t he 
c onrrri ttee . 
member of t he 

The presideni-, w'll then ma.i-<8 out t he proi"ram and D",.l. i f v 
executive committee' f t.l:.l E, t iinE' , ~laceJ and lengt h of 

every 
meeting 

The meeting' adjourned at 10 : 30 P .M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A.pproved: 

Presi dent 

~~ 

Treasurer 

Repor er 

cL &-o.c.ll 
Sentine 

~. 


