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| THE-JUSURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
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: Immedintely Mlﬂiuth.mctﬂu Smith-Hughes Act in 1517 whish
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bogan to organize agricultursl clubs. These clubs were orgenized by Vhe
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lem.l. sgriculture. Seversl lccal schools met and orgenized distriets

some wven went so far ae to organize stete associstions. These state and
Mominunnmewmtnwnnmm. and some of the mosh
popular wers Future Fermers, Young Farmers, ndtuu.or!ums
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The first recommendation for a uuoul organization of vocational
agrioultural students wes wade in 1928 by the Western Reglonel Conference of
Vocational Teashers, This couferencge wss held in Denver and Mr, W, A. Roas,
now Netional Executive Secretary was ons of the foremost promoters of the
mun for & national orgsnization. This conference went ou record

constitution patterned very closely after that of the Future Farmers of
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The organization of the Fuature Farmers of Virginis was amoug the eariiest
of stete organizations. This organization was under the guidance of Mr. Henry
0, Crosecloss, who is now National Treasurer of the orgamization of Future
Farmers of Amerieca,

The first Netional Convention was held in the Baltizore Hotel in Kensas
City, Missouri in 1928, Leslie Applegate from Freshold, MNew Jersey wus elected
first National President. Dr., C., E. Lene, at that time Chief of Agricultural
Education, Weshington, D. C. wes the first National adviser and Mr, Heury C.
Oroseclose was selected as the first executive secretery and treasurer,

Since the first National Convention which wes held in 19£8 = convention
has been held annually at Xansas City, Missouri. ZEach chartered state associa=-
tion is represented by two voting delegates at the Nationsl Convention, end
the voting delegstes carry on the business with the National President presiding
over the convention.

It was decided in the beginning to colleot tem cents from each active
member as membership dues. Sinee that time the dues have been neither raised
nor lowered, nor has any special assesament been made. The orgsnization has
been financed fram the membership dves snd from royelties which have been paid
by variocus companies selling officiel ¥FA mercheandise, and sinece the beginning
the organization has never been in debt.
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Everyone is acquainted with some kind of a high school club or organiza-
tion, such es literary clubs, library clubs, athletie clubs snd sociesl organisze~-
tions, and the activities of such orgsnizetioms ere locked upon &s extre-eurriculs
sotivities. The orgenization of Future Farmers of America has

unfortunetely
" besn placed in thia eategory by & few people who have not understood the fusda-
‘mentels of the organization, end the principles upon which it is founded.

The founders of the organimation of Future Farmers of America did not have
in mind building a one-sided organization of vocetional agricultursl studeats in
which anyone could become a member., They had An mind building en organizetion of
the boys, by the boys, and for the general : of the boys. They wers not
shinking in terms of extre-curricula activities, on the contrary lhey were
thinking ebout an organization sc¢ interwoven wiih she voeationsl sgriculture clase

~and isstruetor until it would become imeviisbly an sntra-curricula astivity.

The fundamental prineipals of the orgenizetion are as follows: To promote
competent rural sggressive lesdership, cooperative young men, who uphold high
scholastic standards, young men who mre thrifty end at the same time promoters of
en improved sgriculture, young men who sre good sports, good citizens, patriotis,
with sirong cheracter, and young men who speciaslize in community service and
developers of orgsnized reereation for entire communities,

Upon those fundamentals the organization of future Fammers wee founded, .
and as a conseguence the small comvention of 1928 grew to the great convention
of more than ten thousand boys in 1938, The organization todey reasches frem
Kaine to Hawaii and from Weshington to Porto-Rico. There are spproximately

. $wo hundred thousand members in over six hundred local chapters.
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The first party to receive benefit from sny orgenization i1s the individual
mesber, The Fyture Farmers of Ameries Organization is no differemt in that
respect from any other organizetion, and the benefits of the organization to the
individual sre many., The organizetion furnishez inspiration, develops chsracter,
teaches cooperstion, develops ve leadership, fosters patriotism, develops
thrift, encourages scholearship, creatos a love for the farm, widens social contacts,
inproves thinking ability, nmm hnlu skill, develops appreciation of good
ferming, increeses ability as public speaker, and ability to partiocipate in und
oonduet public meetings, gives finsncial experience, improves morale, develops
pride in achievemeni, develops uultuh interest ir community, develops Mﬁlﬂn

and self-reliance,

There are many recipients of direct bemefit from the orgenization of
Future Farmers of America other than the individual member. For instance, the
farm family and farm home from where the boy ‘comes. The orpn&uuon helps °
improves Nv{notim.
increases interest in community, lighteus fanily®s des improvements
and ocnmulm. increases femily enthusiasm and pride, W and inspires

.
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younger members of the family, imereases faith of family in famming and education,
hmum faith of family in boy, and above all improves family relations.

In addition to helping the farm family the FFA helps the school iz many
respects. It improves seholarship, improves school spirit, end morale, helps
bring schocl and patrom closer together, heips hold intereet of boy ia school,
reduces disciplinary troubles, improves school surroundings, brings honor %o
the school and adds to its prestige, anlarges school's field of service and
improves efficiency, helps meke school a better pomnunity cemter, Sthe chapter
serves as a guide and pattern for other ‘school activities, improves nMu
in voestional agriculture.

The Future Farmers of America also helps the community in many different
ways, it helps make the youth comsecious of community effairs, improves agri-
cultural standerds, offera a distinet type of service %o commmnity, stimulates
cooperation, tends to reise moral standards and tone of community, insures
comsunity of good farmers im the future, emcourages and provides organized rural
recreation and social activities, educetes toward the Tarm rathér than eway from
the farm.

The state and nation also receive direct benefits from the »muuu,
because after all the United States of Ameriea is em agricultural
and its future depends = great deal upon the future development of .mmm
The organization develops a highar type of citizenship, feﬂm patriotien, and
foouses attention of rural youth on unselfish service.

The organization provides & nation-wide farm boy organization with high
ideals end unselfish purposes, absolutely free from polities and "isms," it teaches
mtowrkruranmg-ummnwunqm. mhw.m
dignity of laber, especially furm labor. ‘

In summariping there sre five groups who receive direct bdemefit from the
organization of Future Farmers of America. They are the individual ncnbor. his

family, his school, his community, and his state and nation.

There are u few charecteristics which characterize a future fammer, and
some of the outatanding cherasteristios are his ege, whichk is from fourteen to
twenty-one, his honesty, his rurel mindedness, and he is modest and ambitious.
He bas a strong feith in his own ability, end he feels e strong “gang" spirit.
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love for sompetition, snd a willingnese to give ané teke, He iz .

and very practical minded, being both dependeble and uprmim

for himpelf, plens shead end consults oclder people for advice.. d
real values and the gemuine rather than the false and -rutuma he is ﬁnl.
tolerant, honorable and gentlemanly. All future farmers have some well

work habits and & etrong faith nd-ocnqmdmtuhn of Americs end American
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